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ABSTRACT

Art history equips us with the ability to observe and assess the world around us. It teaches us to take in information,
recognise nuance, and form informed opinions. Furthermore, art history documents key social and historical
developments and sheds light on them via the medium of visual art. We learn about ancient Egypt not from papyrus
scrolls but from the pyramids, sculptures, and tomb paintings that remain today; we learn about the scientific,
cultural, and social achievements of the artists of the Italian Renaissance not from texts but from their works; and
we learn about the Aztecs not from texts but from their monumental sculptures and illustrated books.

Art history is the ideal field of study since it incorporates many other fields of study, including but not limited to
history, archaeology, linguistics, literary studies, critical theory, and sociology. It is interdisciplinary since it
incorporates several theories on the visual arts. Furthermore, and this is particularly relevant in today's increasingly
visual environment, art history teaches us how to analyse the way pictures form our thinking and may control us for
good or ill.
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INTRODUCTION

Visual art is a fundamental component of the human experience reflecting the world and the time in which we live. Art has
the unique ability to deepen our comprehension of our own and others' pasts, cultures, individual experiences, and shared
human condition. On the other hand, it has the potential to be a wellspring of delight, contemplation, and creativity.

The most noticeable shift is the increased representation of women in art history and other academic fields. My college had
practically no female instructors since women were not considered seriously as academics at the time. Although women are
still mostly responsible for taking care of their own children, this has altered because to the women's liberation movement
of the 1960s and '70s. For instance, in our art history department we have one male professor and eleven ladies, five of
whom are also parents [1].

I think the most significant shift in Pre-Columbian Studies has been the increasing role of art historians alongside
archaeologists in providing interpretations of pre-Columbian American societies. The scope and ambition of art history as a
field of study have likewise evolved. It has shifted from an interest in fine art as practised in Western Europe to an interest
in non-Western and global viewpoints and in images and things traditionally disregarded as beyond the purview of fine art.
Being an art historian nowadays is thrilling [2].

Art of Painting and Drawing

People who work in the visual arts usually focus on drawing and painting. These forms of expression have been used for
centuries to decorate anything from cave walls to apse ceilings. They could try to be as accurate as possible in their
depictions of the real world, or they can go into the realm of the abstract with the use of bold hues and daring arrangements.
As a means of fostering the development of fine motor skills and enhancing hand-eye coordination, many parents
encourage their young children to engage in artistic pursuits like drawing and painting [3].

Images And Movies

Photography is a relatively modern art medium, yet it already has a rich tradition that rivals that of sketching and painting.

While photography equipment and supplies were historically somewhat pricey, the widespread availability of smartphones
Page | 40



International Journal of Enhanced Research in Educational Development (IJERED)
ISSN: 2320-8708, Vol. 9 Issue 4, July-August, 2021, Impact Factor: 7.326

has made the hobby more affordable [4].

The internet has also helped the development of video, a close relative of photography. Young people everywhere now
have access to the tools they need to create and edit their own films, TV programmes, sketches, and documentaries.

Digital Images
The use of CGI in the arts is ubiquitous at this point, from Hollywood blockbusters to dental offices. These days, creative
types may choose from a wide range of applications, including [5]:

Video editing and the use of CGI components are additional tools available to digital artists for creating spectacular visual
effects. With the advent of simulations in recent years, a single individual may do tasks that once needed a group of experts.

VARIOUS TYPES OF POTTERY AND SCULPTURE

Pottery and sculpture are two of the oldest forms of art that have survived, and they provide crucial clues to the
development of human culture. Both pottery and sculpture have flourished in recent times for both utilitarian and decorative
reasons. Learners have access to both time-tested methods and cutting-edge processes like 3-D printing [6].

What Benefits Does It Offer?

What benefits, beyond just growth in a physique, do those who study the visual arts reap? Students' mental health and
academic performance have been shown to benefit considerably by developing their visual communication skills. Kids who
participate in the visual arts are more likely to feel safe expressing their thoughts and feelings, according to studies [7].

Enhanced Sense Of Self-Assurance

The fulfilment that comes from doing something original is hard to match. Encouragement and praise may do wonders for a
student's sense of worth and willingness to attempt new things. Students who have a strong feeling of self-worth do better
in all of their subjects, not only art, but also math, science, English, and others [8].

Skills That Can Be Sold

Academic and professional achievement rely far more heavily on creative thinking than is often acknowledged. Students
may expect to use their problem-solving skills in a variety of fields. In order to succeed, you'll need to be able to think
creatively about the problem. The visual arts are an excellent technique to encourage innovation and the development of
one's creative potential.

What's The Big Deal About That?

Success in the future requires equipping the next generation with the ability to cope with a wide range of challenges. One's
perspective on the world may be shaped through exposure to the visual arts, which offers more than simply the skill to
paint. Young people should be given equal chances to learn new things and develop their skills [9].

School Performance Updates

Students that take part in the arts tend to excel in all aspects of their education. This is a natural outgrowth of the talents
people cultivate as children and teenagers. Indeed, they are better able to transfer knowledge from one area of study to
another than their counterparts who have not had this kind of training.

Balanced Learning

Artistic literacy is essential for comprehending not just the disciplines of history, literature, politics, and popular culture, but
also the more empirical and technical fields of science and engineering. Kids who don't learn about art will be stunted in
their development as global citizens since art is so fundamental to every society [10].

Why Focus On Visual Arts Education?

Visual arts programmes are not available in all districts. This is because of a confluence of issues, including an
overemphasis on standardised testing, an obsession with STEM subjects, and a lack of resources for economically
depressed regions. However, it would be a mistake to ignore the importance of providing children with opportunities to
learn about the visual arts in order to help them develop into compassionate, well-rounded adults.

Abington Friends School's mission is to provide support to its students at every stage of their development. Call us at 215-
886-4350 or check out our website for additional details or to enrol your kid now [11].
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Conserving Traditions

Visual works of art communicate stories and reflect the development of human experience from the time of ancient cave
paintings to the present day. The creator of a piece of art captures a split second in time and freezes it forever. The
Smithsonian Institution claims that visual artists provide unique insights into past and present cultures that cannot be
conveyed via any other medium. The world's cultural history, including its diverse traditions, beliefs, norms, practises, and
customs, is preserved thanks to the efforts of artists. The study of art history offers a window into the emergence and
demise of civilizations, as well as lessons that may be drawn from the past [13].

Motivation and Communication

Acrtistic expression may be a more powerful and universal way of communication than words. Seeing the value in mediums
like crayons, watercolours, finger paint, and clay at such a young age is a powerful testament to the significance of the
visual arts. Invention, social progress, and scientific discoveries all benefit from the cultivation of creativity, originality, and
imagination, all of which may be cultivated via the act of making art. Visual artists set the trend by consistently developing
innovative practises, methods, and visuals that may inspire awe, revulsion, or anything in between [14].

According to a recent article published in Education Week, the creative processes of visual artists may encourage audiences
to apply their own imaginations to the problems of the modern world. From a little porcelain bowl to the iconic "Mona
Lisa," all art relies on the interplay of line, form, colour, and texture to evoke a response in the viewer. Visual artists draw
on their audiences' intrinsic curiosity about their work to get them to examine it more closely, develop a more nuanced
perspective, and reframe the issues at hand. According to Frontiers in Psychology, the act of making or seeing works of
visual artists has several societal advantages, including decreased stress, lower blood pressure, better mood, and enhanced
attention [15].

Confronting Systemic Issues through Direct Action in Society and Government

There is a responsibility on the part of artists in our society to address issues of social injustice and to push for changes that
will last. Artists like Marlena Buczek Smith, who advocates for human rights, and Delano Dunn, whose work examines
racial identity, are prime examples of those who use their craft to have a positive impact on society. The School of Visual
Aurts describes these creatives as "catalysts for social change," with the stated mission of "advancing fairness and inclusion
in all aspects of society via the visual arts."

Photographer Cat Del Buono is one such visual artist whose work addresses issues of sexism, gender roles, and women's
rights in a political context. Art and Activism is a class that Del Buono offers. Protesters' frustrations and feelings of
powerlessness may find tremendous expression in street art. Exposure to art raises audience members' awareness of social
issues and motivates them to take action, such as casting a vote [16].

Theorizing the Past

According to research conducted by Cornell University, the "Coronation of Napolean™ is a prime example of the value of
visual arts in terms of its ability to help viewers comprehend, honour, and document historical events. The term "history
painting" is used to describe works of art that either show literal historical events or metaphorical events based on the Bible.
According to the National Gallery, history painting became a popular style in the early 1600s [17].

The subsequent Realist movement prioritised realistic portrayals of naturalistic situations from daily life. Many modern
painters, such as Norman Rockwell, are well-known for depicting everyday life and current events in their works. An
additional way that artists recognise and document the impact of historical figures is via commissioned oil colour portraits

[8].

Avrtistic Significance: Why It Matters

We can find examples of visual art wherever. Visual art is the language we use; it's in everything you see, from the food
you eat to the clothing you wear to the road you drive on to the automobile you ride in to the website you browse to the
business you shop at.

Why so? Visual arts are those that are largely experienced visually. The use of this technique is common in the visual arts,
such as painting, photography, printing, and even filmmaking. The term "visual arts" is widely interpreted in many different
ways. To simplify, visual art captures a moment in time by combining elements of nature with the human capacity to record
them on paper for others to enjoy at their leisure.

The evolution of visual art is remarkable. Various forms of visual art are used in today's society. Visual artists are essential
to the work of many professionals, like landscapers, website designers, and dressmakers, who rely heavily on visual art to
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provide engaging content and stunning visuals for their clients. Posters, book covers, food packaging, clothes, jewellery,
and a wide variety of other products all benefit from the use of visual art [15-17].

CONCLUSION

The arts have always played a significant role in shaping culture. It's not only about what great artists make; it's about how
they affect others and how they alter their worldview.

In the visual arts, such as painting, drawing, photography, and sculpture, one may delve into one's innermost thoughts and
feelings. Furthermore, they may be read in several ways depending on the viewer.

Visual artists have a crucial role in modern culture. Every day, we are bombarded with news about people and events that
matter to us. This is beyond the scope of language to adequately describe.

The importance of visual artists to society and the manner in which they contribute to our understanding of the world are
discussed.
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