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ABSTRACT 
 

Today, in this article, we will highlight the role of opposition in democracy and see the answer to this question. In 

this, we will also see in detail the importance of the opposition, the work of the opposition and the challenges 

faced by the opposition.  

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

The role of the opposition in a democratic set up is to provide an alternative view, examine the actions and policies of 

the ruling government and hold them accountable for their decisions. The opposition is also important to ensure that the 

government does not misuse its power and acts in an authoritarian manner. Moreover, the opposition is responsible for 

encouraging healthy debate and discussion, which is essential for a functioning democracy. In short, the role of the 

opposition in a democratic set up is to act as a check on the ruling government, promoting transparency and 

accountability.  

 

In a democracy like India, the ruling party or coalition often does not represent an absolute majority of the electorate 

and this means that a large number of voters express confidence in the views proposed by the opposition when the 

election process is completed. Thus, it is the responsibility of the Opposition, just like the ruling party/parties, to unite 

and express the views of the people.  

 

In this context the opposition plays the following role:  

 Supervision and scrutiny of the executive through Parliament: General discussion on bills, discussion on 

general budget and censure motion, are the means through which the opposition continuously criticizes the policies 

and actions of the government. The Public Accounts Committee and standing committees related to major 

departments such as Home, Finance and External Affairs are usually headed by a senior member of the 

Opposition. The Opposition has an important role to play in ad hoc committees set up to scrutinise specific cases 

like the 2G investigation.  

 

 Groups of interests: By presenting alternative priorities, values and ideologies of the policy, bill and budgeting 

process, it presents a viable alternative to the present government and protects the interests of minorities.  

 

 Electoral Transparency: The Opposition works with mass media and civil society organisations to improve 

and monitor the quality of voter registration and ensure fair voting.  

 

  Appointments: The Leader of the Opposition plays an important role in the appointment to important posts 

like CVC and Lokpal.  

 

Shadow Cabinet (Shadow Cabinet)  

A shadow cabinet is a group of senior members of parliament elected by the leader of the opposition to reflect the 

cabinet of the government. Each of its members is equal to an opposition minister for a government minister, i.e. each 

member of the shadow cabinet is appointed to lead a specific policy area of his party and to question and challenge his 

opponent in the cabinet. India has adopted its parliamentary structure from the UK's Westminster system, however, it 

did not adopt the shadow cabinet system. Possibly, our Parliament can benefit from this system.  

 

This benefit can be achieved by promoting empowerment as well as accountability by the shadow cabinet system in the 

following ways:  
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 Accountability: Shadow ministers make real ministers more effective and hold them accountable to 

their actions and policies.  

 

  Meaningful discussion on policies: Political debates in India tend to focus very little on policy 

issues. Specifying the role of special members will ensure that policy issues are addressed with greater 

commitment by opposition leaders.  

 

 Legitimacy of opposition: It will also help voters evaluate the opposition's actions in a more 

meaningful way.  

 

 Future Ministers: The skills of shadow cabinet leaders are constantly evolving as they focus on 

specific ministries. So, when their party comes to power, they are often appointed as ministers.  

 

In states like Kerala, Goa and Maharashtra, the implementation of shadow cabinet can be seen in its initial form. To 

make this concept a success, Indian democracy will need to be accommodated where there are many parties 

representing different regions in Parliament.  

 

Importance of Opposition in Democracy  

Opposition is important in a democracy as it helps in keeping the government in control and ensures that the 

government is held accountable for their actions. It helps in keeping the government honest and ensures that the 

government is always working for the best interest of the people. Overall, the opposition plays an important role in 

maintaining the balance of power and promoting a healthy democracy.  

 

 Balance of Power: The opposition plays an important role in balancing the power of the ruling 

government. They act as a check and balance, ensuring that the government does not abuse its power and acts in an 

authoritarian manner.  

 

  Holding the government accountable: The opposition is responsible for examining the policies and actions of 

the government and holding them accountable for their decisions. This helps in ensuring that the Government is 

working in the best interest of the people.  

 

  Providing alternative perspectives: The opposition is responsible for providing alternative perspectives and 

policies. This helps ensure that all voices are heard and that the government is not acting unilaterally.  

 

 Ensuring free and fair elections: The opposition plays an important role in ensuring that elections are free and 

fair. They act as a watchdog, ensuring that there is no voter fraud or manipulation of the electoral process  

 

  Promoting healthy debate: Opposition promotes healthy debate and discussion, which is an essential aspect of 

any democracy. This helps create a more informed and engaged civic class, helping in better decision making.  

 

 Promotion of Democracy: Opposition plays an important role in enhancing the democratic process. They help 

in promoting transparency, accountability and good governance, which are fundamental principles of any 

democratic society.  

 

Why political parties are needed in a democracy  

Now we will see why political parties are needed in a democracy.  

 

 Role of Opposition Parties in Indian Parliament: Indian National Congress and Bharatiya Janata Party are 

the two major opposition parties in India. They actively participate in parliamentary proceedings and hold the 

ruling government accountable for their actions and policies.  

 

  Role of Civil Society and Media in Holding Government Accountable: Civil society organizations and 

media play an important role in holding the government accountable. They monitor the actions of the government 

and highlight any shortcomings or abuse of power.  
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 Role of regional parties in opposition: There are many regional parties in India that play an important role in 

the opposition. These parties are generally strong in certain regions of the country and provide an alternative 

perspective to the ruling government.  

  Role of individual politicians in opposition: In India, there are individual politicians who are not affiliated to 

any party but play an important role in the opposition. They raise their voice against the policies and actions of the 

government and hold them accountable for their decision.  

  

  Role of social media in opposition: Social media is also playing an important role in the opposition in India, 

it allows citizens and groups to mobilize and voice their opinions and dissent against the policies and actions of the 

government and it also provides a platform to the opposition parties. Connect with the public.  

 

Challenges faced by opposition in India  

Now we will see the challenges faced by the opposition and the role of the opposition in democracy.  

 

 Political polarization and lack of cooperation between opposition parties: Political polarization and lack of 

cooperation between opposition parties can make it difficult for them to effectively challenge the ruling 

government.  

 

  Limited access to media and suppressing dissent: Opposition parties and individuals in India often face 

limited access to mainstream media and censorship. This makes it difficult for them to convey their message to the 

public and hold the government accountable.  

 

  Fear of reprisals: Many opposition leaders and activists fear reprisals, including harassment, intimidation and 

physical violence. This may limit their ability to speak against the government.  

 

  Lack of unity: Often, opposition parties in India are not united and have different agendas, making it difficult 

for them to effectively challenge the ruling government.  

 

  Limited support from the public: Opposition parties in India often struggle to get support from the public, 

making it difficult for them to effectively challenge the ruling government.  

 

Finally, the role of the opposition in a democratic set up is crucial for the healthy functioning of 

democracy. However, opposition parties in India face various challenges that limit their ability to effectively challenge 

the ruling government. Despite these challenges, it is important that opposition parties continue to play their part in 

holding the government accountable and providing alternative perspectives. Additionally, it is important for civil 

society and the media to continue to act as watchdogs, monitor the actions of the government and highlight any 

shortcomings or abuse of power. After all, a strong and effective opposition party is essential for a healthy and 

functioning democracy in India.  
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