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ABSTRACT 

 

Political values refer to the principles and beliefs that guide political actions and behaviour. They are 

important because they influence the decisions and actions of political leaders, shape public opinion, and 

determine the direction of political systems. This paper provides a critical analysis of political values, their 

status, and social function. It examines the various political values, their importance, and how they shape 

political behaviour.We define political values as political relationships, institutions, organizations, views and 

ideas resulting from the transforming, creative socio-political practice of the social forces that meet the 

requirements of social progress and of the development of human personality on a social scale. We reject the 

postulation of an abstract hierarchy of values or exclusivism of values, but nevertheless emphasize the 

special role of political values. Without denying the intrinsic character of political values—a characteristic 

procedure of several spiritualistic axiological constructions-we acknowledge their mediating role in the 

creation-and, respectively, assimilation-of these values. The paper also discusses the social function of 

political values and the role they play in shaping social norms and values. Finally, the paper concludes by 

arguing that political values are crucial in ensuring social stability and progress. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

 Political values are the principles and beliefs that guide political behaviour and action. They are essential because 

they influence the decisions and actions of political leaders, shape public opinion, and determine the direction of 

political systems. Political values can be broadly categorized into two types: democratic values and authoritarian 

values. Democratic values emphasize the importance of individual freedom, civil liberties, and the rule of law, 

while authoritarian values emphasize obedience, conformity, and order.Political values are fundamental to the 

functioning of democratic societies, as they provide a framework for political decision-making and guide the 

actions of elected officials. Political values can be broadly defined as the principles, beliefs, and attitudes that 

individuals and societies hold about the nature of politics, the role of government, and the distribution of power and 

resources in society. Political values are not static, but rather change over time in response to social, economic, and 

political developments. 

 

These values are deeply ingrained in our social and cultural fabric, shaping our understanding of justice, equality, 

freedom, and democracy. Political values are also closely linked to political ideologies, which provide a framework 

for organizing and understanding political beliefs and principles. In this paper, we aim to provide a critical analysis 

of political values by examining their historical development, current status, and social function. By exploring the 

interplay between political values and societal norms, institutions, and power structures, this paper seeks to provide 

a nuanced understanding of the complex relationship between values and politics.This paper provides a critical 

analysis of political values, their status, and social function. The paper examines the various political values, their 

importance, and how they shape political behaviour. The paper also discusses the social function of political values 

and the role they play in shaping social norms and values. Finally, the paper concludes by arguing that political 

values are crucial in ensuring social stability and progress. 

 

Defining Political Values: 

Political values are the core principles that guide political beliefs and actions. They reflect the moral and ethical 

beliefs of individuals and societies and shape the policies, institutions, and systems of governance. Political values 

are based on ideas of justice, equality, freedom, and democracy. They guide political actors in their decision-

making processes and shape the political culture of a society. Political values are deeply rooted in the history, 

culture, and social context of a society. 
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In this paper, we examine the status and social function of political values and their significance in contemporary 

politics. 

 

Objectives of the Study:- 

1. The objectives of this paper are as follows: 

2. To explore the origins and development of political values. 

3. To analyze the social function of political values. 

4. To critically evaluate the status of political values in contemporary politics. 

5. To examine the implications of political values for policymaking and decision-making. 

 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

 

Political values have been the subject of extensive research and analysis. Scholars have identified different types of 

political values, such as liberty, equality, justice, democracy, and individualism. These values have been studied in 

the context of various political systems, such as liberal democracy, socialism, and communism. The role of political 

values in the formation of political ideologies, political behavior, and political institutions has also been extensively 

studied. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

 

This paper uses a critical analysis approach to examine the status and social function of political values. The critical 

analysis approach involves examining the underlying assumptions and biases of existing literature and exploring 

alternative perspectives. The methodology involves a comprehensive literature review of existing research on 

political values and a critical analysis of the literature. 

 

The History and Development of Political Values 

Political values have a long and complex history, dating back to the ancient civilizations of Greece and Rome. In 

these societies, political values were primarily concerned with the nature of citizenship, the role of the state, and the 

distribution of power and resources. Over time, political values evolved to include a broader range of issues, 

including individual rights, social justice, and economic equality.The Enlightenment of the 18th century marked a 

significant turning point in the development of political values. The Enlightenment philosophers argued that 

individuals had inherent rights that could not be violated by the state. This idea of individual rights formed the basis 

of many modern political values, including freedom of speech, freedom of religion, and the right to participate in 

political decision-making.In the 19th and 20th centuries, political values continued to evolve in response to social, 

economic, and political developments. The rise of industrialization and capitalism led to a renewed focus on 

economic justice, while the struggles for civil rights and gender equality sparked a renewed interest in social 

justice. These developments have led to the emergence of a wide range of political values, including liberalism, 

conservatism, socialism, and feminism. 

 

The Role of Political Values in Shaping Political Discourse and Public Opinion 

Political values play a crucial role in shaping political discourse and public opinion. Political leaders and media 

outlets use political values to frame political issues and shape public perceptions of those issues. For example, a 

conservative politician might frame an issue in terms of individual responsibility and limited government, while a 

liberal politician might frame the same issue in terms of social justice and the need for government 

intervention.Political values also influence how individuals perceive political issues and how they vote. People with 

different political values tend to have different priorities and preferences when it comes to political issues. For 

example, a person who values individual freedom might prioritize issues like gun rights and tax cuts, while a person 

who values social justice might prioritize issues like healthcare and income inequality. 

 

The Polarization of Political Values in Contemporary Society 

One of the biggest challenges facing contemporary society is the polarization of political values. In many countries, 

including the United States, the United Kingdom, and France, there is a growing divide between those who hold 

liberal values and those who hold conservative values.  

 

Political Values and their Importance:  

Political values are important because they shape political behaviour and decision-making. They provide a 

framework for political action and guide political leaders in their pursuit of goals and objectives. Political values 

also help to shape public opinion and influence the way people think about politics and government.Democratic 

values are essential for the functioning of a democratic system of government. These values emphasize the 

importance of individual freedom, civil liberties, and the rule of law. They provide a framework for protecting 

individual rights and freedoms and ensuring that government power is limited and accountable. Democratic values 

also promote transparency, accountability, and public participation in government decision-making.Authoritarian 
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values, on the other hand, are based on obedience, conformity, and order. These values are often associated with 

authoritarian or totalitarian systems of government, where individual rights and freedoms are suppressed in the 

name of national security or public order. Authoritarian values can be harmful because they restrict individual 

freedoms and undermine democracy and human rights. 

 

Social Function of Political Values:  

Political values also have a social function. They play a significant role in shaping social norms and values. 

Political values can influence the way people think about issues such as social justice, equality, and human rights. 

They can also influence the way people interact with each other and shape the social fabric of society.Democratic 

values, for example, can promote social equality and justice. They can help to ensure that everyone has equal access 

to opportunities and resources and that no one is discriminated against on the basis of their race, gender, or religion. 

Democratic values can also promote social harmony and tolerance by encouraging respect for diversity and 

difference.Authoritarian values, on the other hand, can promote conformity and obedience at the expense of 

individual freedom and human rights. They can create a society where people are afraid to express their opinions or 

challenge authority. Authoritarian values can also promote social inequality and discrimination by reinforcing 

traditional power structures and limiting access to opportunities and resources. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

In conclusion, this paper has critically analyzed the status and social function of political values. Political values 

have a complex and dynamic status that depends on various factors, such as the political system and socio-

economic conditions. Political values serve as a guide for decision-making and help individuals and groups make 

sense of their social and political environment. They also serve as a tool for social control and influence public 

opinion and political behavior. Understanding the role of political values is essential for the effective functioning of 

political systems and the promotion of democratic values.Democratic values promote individual freedom, civil 

liberties, and the rule of law, while authoritarian values emphasize obedience, conformity, and order. Political 

values also have a social function and play a significant role in shaping social norms and values. Democratic values 

can promote social equality and justice, while authoritarian values can promote social inequality and discrimination. 

Therefore, it is crucial to ensure that political values are consistent 
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