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ABSTRACT 

 

Socio-economic status is the blend of economic and sociological measures of an indi- vidual work experience and the 

economic and social position of an individual or family in con- nection to others on the premise of income, edu- 

cational level and occupational status. For the investigation of a family socioeconomic status, the household income, 

education of earner and occupation are checked and in addition consoli- dated wage contrasted and a person, when 

their own attributes are assessed. Socioeconomic sta- tus is by and large partitioned into three cat- egories i.e., high 

socioeconomic status, middle socioeconomic status and low socioeconomic to clarify the three fields a family or an indi- 

vidual may fall into. At the point when putting a family or individual into one of these classifica- tions, any or the 

majority of the three variables i.e., income, education, and occupation can be investigated and evaluated. The 

obligation of training a child always lies in the hand of the parents. This is harmonious with the regular at- 

testation sociologist that education can be an Instrument of social change which is being taught from home is 

important in this talk about It is not strange to envision that parental socio economic foundation can affect the 

academic achievement of children in school. At all influ ence the advancement environment of young- sters would 

perhaps influence their training or attitude to it. Parental status is one of such vari- ables. The paper tries to produce 

an analysis on effect of socio-economic status on academic performance of secondary school students. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Education is important as it facilitates quality learning throughout one's life. The op- portunity that education affords to 

individuals and societies brings the issue of quality and equality of opportunities in higher education "Higher education is 

of paramount importance for economic and social development. Institu- tions of higher education have the main respon- 

sibilities for equipping individuals with the ad- vanced knowledge and skills required for posi tions of responsibility in 

government, business and the professions"- World Bank. Higher edu- cation influences all levels of education by af- fects 

every field of human endeavor providing human resources for production, planning, man- agement and scientific and 

technological devel- opment. It therefore influences the future of the state and nation. Today many countries are on the brick 

of a further increase in access to sec- andary and higher education and in effecting spectacular improvements in the quality 

of edu- cation offered at all levels. As increasing num ber of students complete their basic education, their demand for 

higher education is similarly increasing. Especially, educating girls and women is probably the single most effecting 

investment a developing country can make. It creates a multitude of positive remunerations for families including better 

family health and nutrition, improved birth spacing, lower infant and child mortality rate and enhanced educational 

attainment of children. The whole process of education focuses on academic performance of the students through teaching-

learning pro- cess. However, the differences in academic per- formance as related to poor educational stan- dards in most 

regions attracted attention in this field. Academic performance is influenced by various factors like Socio Economic status 

(SES), gender, age, classroom environment and many more. Among all, SES has a vital role in deter- mining the academic 

performance of students. When understanding a family's SES, the house- hold income, earner's education and occupation 

are examined, as well as combined income, ver- sus with an individual, when their own attributes are assessed. 

 

Socio-economic status of parents do not only affect the academic performance, but also makes it possible for children 

from low back- ground to compete well their counterparts from high socio economic background under the same 
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academic environment (Rothestein, 2004). Edu- cation is a tool of development. It widens minds, recognizes good and bad, 

makes us to segre- gate well from terrible and uses out environ- ment to the best of our capacity for the improve- ment of a 

person and in addition the group (Sabzwari, 2004). Rich source of literature is available which highlights the impact of socio 

economical status on academic performance like Suleman et al., (2012) who found that chil- dren with strong socioeconomic 

status show better academic performance in comparison to those with poor socioeconomic status, they showed poor and 

unsatisfactory academic per- formance. Saifi (2011) investigated the effect of socioeconomic status on student's perfor- 

mance. Results revealed that parental educa- tion and occupation and facilities at home af- fect the student's achievement. 

Eamon (2005) revealed that students whose parental socio- economic status is low do not show effective performance in 

school. Findings also showed that the academic achievement of students is negatively correlated with the low parental so-

cioeconomic status level as it prevents the in- dividable in gaining access to sources and re- sources of learning. 

 

Ahmar and Anwar (2013) examined the effects of gender and socio-economic status on academic achievement of higher 

secondary school students of Lucknow city and found that those who belonged to high socio-economic sta- tus showed 

better performance. Akhtar (2012) in his study observed the factors number of sib- lings and transport facility has negative 

effect on achievement. It further found that majority of the students of middle class were average achievers and the students 

belonging to lower class remain low achievers. Aliyu (2016) in his study investigates the influence of socio-Eco- nomic status 

of secondary students in Nassarawa Zonal Education Area of kano state, Nigeria and found that there is a significant re- 

lationship between the family socio-economic status and academic achievement. Further, Faaz and Khan (2017) in their 

study also observed a positive significant correlation between SES and academic achievement. Farooq et al (2011) ex- 

amined the factors affecting students' academic performance employing Standard t-test and ANOVA. Their study revealed 

that socio-eco- nomic status and parents' education have a sig- nificant effect on students overall academic achievement. 

Among gender, it was further found that girls perform better than the male students. Juma (2016) in his study 'Influence of 

Parental Socio-Economic status on students' Academic Performance in public secondary schools in Tana River County, 

Kenya' found fac- tors such as that parents' income, occupation and parental involvement in education influ- ences students' 

academic performance. Simi- Olarly Oyancha, Njoroge and Newton (2015) in their study found that higher the parent's 

socio- economic status the higher the academic per- formance of the students Rather and Sharma (2015) in their study 

revealed an intimate relationship between SES and academic grades of the students, Across gender, male students were 

observed to perform better than the female students. 

 

A report from the Department of Inter- national Development (1998) revealed that countries consider the provision of 

education important for their overall socioeconomic devel- opment and consequently allocate an annual basic substantial 

amount of resources to it. Post primary education for a female student has im- portant individual benefits in terms of her op- 

tions and resources over her lifetime. These benefits extend beyond the female student in affecting her family and the 

society as a whole; the benefits to society include enhanced eco- nomic development, education for the next gen- eration, 

healthier young females and families and fewer maternal deaths (UNICEF, 2004). The benefit of education for a female and 

society can be explained by the effect that education has influenced in empowering females to ac- quire and use new 

personnel, social and eco- nomic behavior that in turn affect societal change (Moulton, 1997). 

 

According to Wanjiku (1994) where re- sources are limited within the family, education of males comes first. Females have 

been so- cialized to accept this, and failure of girls in schools is socio- culturally less tolerated, and then they usually drop out 

of school for the ben- efit of their brothers. Psacharopoulos and Woodhall (1985) concur with Udo (1979) in that they also 

noted that families, especially moth- ers favor boys' education because they will sup- port adults for old age insurance. This 

in the end may lead to low female academic engage- ment at any level of education, which will af- fect society negatively 

because lack of educa- tion for females has a negative influence on child mortality, economic growth and fertility rate 

(Kitaev, 1999). Ayodo (2010) observes that the quest for the provision of quality education continues to be a matter of leading 

concern to both consumers and providers of the education service in Ethiopia and other developing coun- tries. This is 

supported by the UNESCO (1994) whose report reveals that quality education has dominated the education debate from the 

early eighties and has remained a central issue in the twenty first century as well. Socio-cultural atti- tudes, practices and 

school-related factors which include irrelevant school curriculum and materials, inadequately trained teachers, un- friendly 

approaches in training and lack of role models are among the factors that have been obstacles to female's academic 

Achievement (Mbilinyi, 2003). 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

There were weak positive relationships between both sexes and family level of education. However, there was statistically 

significant negative relationship between sex and students' academic achievement. Besides, there was a weak positive 

relationship between Family To- tal Income per Month (FTIPM) and student aca- demic achievement measured by CGPA. 

Fami- lies who were educated were able to encour- age their children's academic achievement through guidance and 
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counseling and effective supervision whereas families who were non- educated were not able to contribute to their 

children's academic achievements. On the other hand, family level of education and non-edu- cated families contributed 

40.96% to students' academic achievement whereas 59.04% were unexplained variables that contributed to stu- dents' 

academic achievement. Respondents' sex, families and guardians who help their stu- dents do their homework contributed 

34.81% to students' academic achievement whereas 65.19% were unexplained variables that contrib- uted to students' 

academic achievement. There- fore, the benefit of education for female, male and society ought to be explained by the effect 

that education has on empowering for females, males and the whole society to acquire and use new personnel, social and 

economic behaviour that in turn, affect societal change as well as increasing students' academic achievement in any level of 

education. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

The following recommendations were made on the basis of the findings of the current study. Firstly, the government should 

sensitize families on need and importance of supporting their children's education for better academic achievement. 

Secondly, university leaders, school supervisors, school principals, homeroom teachers and education supervisors should 

ad- vise families on how to properly use their re- sources on supporting their children's academic achievement in any level of 

education. Thirdly, the government should balance the effect of affirmative action in education by providing equal chances 

for both female and male stu- dents even though education of females, in par- ticular, contributes to various aspects of 

their lives such as increased longevity, family health and nutrition, reduced fertility rates and reduced related child 

mortality rates. 

 

Therefore, familial education influence should minimize factor affecting students' aca- demic achievement at any level of 

learning in- stitution. Children whose families had high edu- cational scales have a far better statistical chance of participating 

in tertiary education in Ethiopia. Therefore, the government should de- velop a succession plan to educate its nation for the 

better economic, social, intellectual, political and developmental related issues of the next generations' life. Explanations for 

the re- lationship between socioeconomic status and students' academic achievement must be con- sidered in order to 

identify the most theoreti- cally appropriate indicators for application to school students. Therefore, educators, research- ers, 

curriculum designers, politicians, leaders, media personnel and policy makers should seri- ously talk about the degree to 

which students from non- educated family backgrounds are criti-cally disadvantaged in regard to their academic 

achievement at school, school completion, and participation in post-secondary education and training. 

 

Mothers are usually more closely related to the attainment of the child than her/his fa- ther. Therefore, the Ethiopian 

government bod- ies should encourage mothers' in general and female education in particular for their better children's 

academic achievement at any educa- tion levels in particular. The responsibility of training a child always lies in the hand of 

the parents. Therefore, this is congruent with the common assertion educational psychologists that education can be 

an instrument of cultural change which is being taught from home is rel- evant in this discussion. It is not out of place to 

imagine that parental socio-economic status can have possible effects on the academic achievement of children in school. 

Parental level of education is one of the most important vari- ables that are directly or indirectly alter students' academic 

achievement. Social and economic policies should be put in place to enable chil- dren from parents of low economic status to 

have equal opportunity of advancing the cause of education of their children. 

 

REFERENCES 

 

[1]. Eamon, M., K. (2005). Social demo- graphic, school, neighborhood and parenting influences on academic achievement 

of Latino young adolescents. Journal of Youth and Ado- lescence, 34(2), 163-175. 

[2]. -Rothestein, R. (2004). Class and schools using social economic and educational reforms to close the white and black 

achievement gap. Economic Policy Institute, U.S.A. 

[3]. -Sabzwari G., R. (2004). A Study on the Effects of Parental Socioeconomic Status on the Disciplined Behavior of 

their Adolescent Chil- dren Studying in Secondary Classes, Islamabad: Unpublished Ph.D. Thesis, Allama Iqbal Open 

University. 

[4]. Saifi, S., & Mehmood, T. (2011). Effects of socio-economic status on student's achieve- ment. International Journal of 

Social Sciences & Education, 1, 2:119-128. 

[5]. Suleman, Q., Aslam, H., D, Shakir, M., Akhtar, S., Hussain, I., & Akhtar, Z. (2012). Ef- fects of Family Structure on 

the Academic Per- formance of Students at Elementary Level in District Karak, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (Pakistan). 

Journal of Sociological Research, 3, 2. 

[6]. Ayodo, T.M.O. (2010). The position of secondary education in Kenya. Proceeding of Educational Management Society 

of Kenya 

[7]. Chickering, A. W. (1974). Commuter ver- sus resident students. San Francisco: Jossey Bass. 



                                                International Journal of Enhanced Research in Educational Development (IJERED) 

                                                       ISSN: 2320-8708, Vol. 11 Issue 6, Nov.-Dec, 2023, Impact Factor: 7.326  

 

Page | 19 

[8]. Department of International Develop- ment (1998). Department of international de- velopment report. • Federal 

Democratic Republic of Ethio- pia (FDRE, 2001). Educational statistics annual report. Addis Ababa: Ministry of 

Education. 

[9]. Fox, L., & Cohn, S. (1980). Sex differ- ences in the development of precious math- ematics talent. In 

[10]. . L. Fox, L.A. Brody, & D. Tobin (Eds.) Women and the mathematical mystique. Balti- more, MD: Johns 

[11]. Hopkins. Gooding, Y. (2001). The rela- tionship between parental educational level and academic success of college 

freshmen. (Unpub- lished thesis). Iowa State University, Iowa. 

[12]. Hess, R. O. & Holloway, S. D. (1984). Family and school as educational institutions. In R. O. Parke (Ed.), Review of 

Child Develop- ment, 7, 23-30. 

[13]. Hill, C. R. (1979). Capacities, opportu- nities, and educational investments: The case of the high school dropout. 

Reviewing of Eco- nomics and Statistics, 61, 9-20. 

[14]. Hushak, L. J. (1973). The contribution of school and non-school inputs to student achievement. Final Report. 

Retrieved from https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED085410.pdf Kitaev, R. (1999). Who succeeds at Uni-versity? 

Factors predicting academic Achieve- ment in first year Australian university students. Higher Education Research & 

Development, 20(1), 21-33. 

[15]. Mbilinyi, D.S. (2003). Equity in learn- ing: The gender dimension. Journal of social psy- chology, 2 (157), 398-399. 

[16]. Moulton, J. (1997). Formal and nonformal education and empowered behavior: a review of the research literature. 

Support for Analysis and Research in Africa (SARA), Acad- emy for Educational Development. 

[17]. - Oloo, M.A. (2003). Gender disparity in student Achievement in day secondary schools. Migori: Maseno University. 

[18]. Rumberger, R. W. (1983). Dropping out of high school: The influences of race, sex, and family background. 

American Educational Re- search Journal, 20,199-220. 

[19]. Scott, K.S. (2003). Enhancing academic achievement in college students through attributional retraining and 

instruction. Journal of Educational Psychology, 82 (2), 262-271. 

[20]. Sewell, W. H., & Mauser, R. M. (1975). . Education, occupation and earning: Achieve- ment in the early career. New 

York: Academic Press. 

[21]. Shaw, L. B. (1982). High school comple- tion for young women: Effects of low income and living with single parent. 

Journal of Family Is- sues, 3, 147-163. 


