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ABSTRACT 

 

Wildlife conservation is a vital global responsibility as an increasing number of animal species face extinction or 

become endangered. Modern computer vision techniques, like deep learning models for object recognition, open 

up fascinating new avenues for monitoring and preserving wildlife. This review paper reviews the latest research 

on applying state-of-the-art object identification algorithms, especially YOLOv8, to animal conservation efforts. 

We examine significant studies that classify animal species and detect poaching using deep learning. We examine 

the training strategies, operational deployments, performance benchmarks, and algorithm design of deep 

learning systems intended for wildlife conservation.The review highlights the most important findings from the 

corpus of work and makes recommendations for future research directions to tackle the difficult problem of 

scaling AI to halt biodiversity loss and save endangered species globally. 

 

Keywords: Object Detection, Poaching Detection, Deep Learning, Convolutional Neural Network, YOLOv8, 

Bounding Box Detection. 

 

  

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Since poaching, habitat degradation, and human-wildlife conflicts have become more serious threats to animal 

populations worldwide, there has been an increased need to conserve wildlife. Intelligent computer vision techniques are 

advantageous because they enable automated monitoring and analysis of animal species populations and activities. 

possess the capacity to totally alter conservation initiatives. When it comes to tasks like wildlife identification that require 

object recognition, deep learning has emerged as a revolutionary tool. With regard to real-time visual data analysis, the 

object detectors belonging to the YOLO (You Only Look Once) family have proven to be highly effective. This paper 

presents significant scientific advances that use YOLO models and other deep learning techniques to address critical 

problems in animal conservation, such as species classification and poacher detection. 

 

We thoroughly examine important studies that have developed artificial intelligence (AI) systems using the most recent 

deep neural networks to prevent the extinction of species and preserve biodiversity. Our analysis covers the whole 

pipeline, including data collection, model training, deployment topologies, and real-world performance. We highlight 

creative projects that eloquently demonstrate the application of deep learning methods to field conservation. The 

assessment also addresses significant barriers to deployment, like limited data availability. Finally, we offer a synopsis of 

the most significant discoveries from the literature review and recommend further research directions for this exciting 

area at the intersection of conservation biology and artificial intelligence. 

 

.LITERATURE SURVEY 

 

A. Wildlife Identification using Object Detection using Computer Vision and YOLO: 

Mehta et al. assess YOLO for real-time detection in camera traps and observe that compared to classifiers, it is faster and 

has a lower mean area percentage. They discuss the use of enhanced models that incorporate multi-scale processing and 

contextual reasoning to handle complex scenarios. The work provides an overview of training techniques, constraints like 

small object detection, and performance metrics like IOU and mAP. 

 

B. Wild Animal Intrusion Detection System Using Yolov8: 

In order to detect animal intrusion, Mrs. R. Gayathri and colleagues compare YOLOv8 to previous versions. According 

to them, YOLOv8 outperforms earlier models by a significant margin, attaining over 70% accuracy for significant 

species. The report recommends using the Internet of Things sensors and alerts to alert authorities and prevent human-

wildlife confrontations. Static cameras can monitor wildlife thanks to the perfect image transmission protocol developed 

by Wenzhao Feng et al. for wireless networks with constrained bandwidth. They use saliency detection and segmentation 
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to choose regions of interest and send only pertinent data. The technique boosts transmission efficiency without 

sacrificing detection accuracy. 

 

C. Conservation AI: Live Stream Analysis for the Detection of Endangered Species Using Convolutional 

Neural Networks and Drone Technology: 

Chalmers et al. offer a pipeline that uses drone-captured video, the Faster R-CNN model, and cloud inferencing to 

achieve 83% mAP in real-time rhino and automobile detection. They recommend adaptive frame sampling as a way to 

balance speed and accuracy. The study claims that R-CNNs can fix problems with lightweight models, like YOLO, 

when working with small, distant, or hazy objects. 

 

D. Poacher Detection using YOLO Algorithm: 

As demonstrated by Shreya Shivaji Gaikwad et al., poachers are identified through the use of aerial drones and YOLO. 

They claim that YOLO performs faster and more accurately than techniques like Faster R-CNN for this particular use 

case. The article proposes to use on-drone inferencing and optimize training to enable real-time monitoring. 

 

E. Evaluating YOLO-based Object Detectors for Detecting Road-Killed Endangered Brazilian Animals: 

Gabriel Ferrante et al. benchmark YOLO models against a dataset of Brazilian wildlife to identify species that are 

poached frequently. Scaled-YOLOv4 has the highest recall, while YOLOv5-Nano has the fastest recall. Learning 

transfer and data enrichment compensate for a deficiency of training data. Species differences in performance are 

caused by image variability. 

 

F. Poaching Detection Technologies—A Survey: 

Jacob Kamminga et al. survey sensor technologies for poacher detection systems, including radar, infrared, acoustic, 

seismic, etc. They propose the use of "cognitive sensor networks" to enhance detection through the integration of 

multiple sensors and machine learning techniques. The difficulty in identifying intrusions it's still open to be completed 

fast, precisely, and with few false alarms. 

 

G. Deep Learning for Wildlife Conservation and Restoration Efforts: 

The article describes the Tidzam AI system, which employs deep learning for wildlife monitoring and conservation at 

the Tidmarsh wildlife sanctuary, which is undergoing ecological restoration. With the help of microphones positioned 

all over the sanctuary, it employs a convolutional neural network classifier that has been trained on wildlife 

vocalizations to recognize and classify different animal species. The crowdsourcing platform Tidplay hires experts to 

annotate recordings in order to expand the training dataset and enhance the models. In order to detect animals, thermal 

camera feeds are also analyzed using computer vision techniques like YOLO. 

 

PROPOSED MODEL 

 

A robust model for poaching detection using YOLOv8 is created by combining object detection, image recognition, and 

real-time monitoring in order to identify potential threats in wildlife areas. Here is a recommended illustration of an 

architecture: 

 

1. Data collection and preparation: Assemble a diverse collection of images and videos depicting wildlife, both 

with and without indications of poaching. Label these data so that we can distinguish between possible poaching 

incidents and legitimate operations. 

 

2. YOLOv8 Integration: Object Detection in YOLOv8: For object identification in images and videos, use the 

YOLOv8 architecture real-time object detection system as the basis. The speed of this one-stage detector is well 

known. 

 

3. Optimizing to Find and Stop Poaching: The anomaly detection process teaches the model to recognize odd 

behaviors or objects, such as firearms, traps, or human presence in areas set aside for wildlife protection. 

 

4. Alarm and Alert Mechanism: Establish alerts by configuring the system to issue notifications or alerts in the 

event that any suspected poaching incidents or dubious activity is found. A potential application for this would 

be to alert law enforcement or wildlife rangers. 

 

5. Feedback Loop for Continuous Improvement: Create a feedback loop so that, as new incidents are learned 

from, the model automatically updates to improve accuracy and reduce false positives.  

Regular Model Assessment: Perform routine assessments to ensure the model is accurate and effective in 

detecting poaching activity. 
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Figure 1: System Architecture For The Proposed Model 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

The use of Deep Learning, more especially Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) and YOLOv8, in poaching 

detection and animal species identification, is a promising new frontier in wildlife conservation technology. The 

research demonstrates the effectiveness of CNNs in automatically extracting features from images and video frames, 

which can be used to differentiate between various animal species and potential threats in protected areas. Moreover, 

real-time tracking and identification of objects or persons linked to poaching incidents is made possible by YOLOv8's 

fast object detection features. 

 

Although there are many barriers standing in the way of these technologies' successful application, they hold great 

promise. Data quality, model robustness, real-time detection, ethical issues, and the need for continuous adaptation are 

some significant challenges that call for further research and solutions. The future of the field depends on multi-sensor 

data integration, continuous learning strategies, ethical AI regulations, and improved collaboration between law 

enforcement and conservation organizations. Advances in sustainability, scalability, and privacy-preserving strategies 

are essential for these technologies to be implemented responsibly and successfully in remote wildlife areas. As a 

result, even though deep learning CNNs and YOLOv8 have a lot of potential for wildlife conservation, problems must 

be solved and new approaches must be explored in order to fully utilize these technologies and eventually protect and 

conserve the variety of wildlife on Earth.YOLOv8's integration with CNNs facilitates the development of intelligent 

surveillance systems that can track and identify animals in their natural habitats while also detecting poachers. These 

systems not only aid in the prevention of poaching but also in population monitoring, wildlife research, and general 

conservation strategies. 

 

By giving wildlife organizations, conservationists, and authorities the tools, they need to effectively monitor and 

protect endangered species, the application of this technology offers real-time insights and data that can greatly enhance 

conservation efforts. In the battle against poaching, the conservation community gains a potent ally by utilizing 

YOLOv8 and deep learning CNNs for animal species detection. This approach offers a proactive and cutting-edge way 

to protect our planet's diverse and vulnerable wildlife. 
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